[Bilateral intracerebral angioplasty in a patient with stroke caused by giant cell arteritis].
Giant cell arteritis is the most frequent vasculitis and can cause stroke in about 4% of the patients. The mechanism is often hemodynamic in relation with an arterial stenosis or occlusion. Optimal treatment remains to be defined. Outcome is often poor. We report the case of a 78-year-old patient, with giant cell arteritis who developed neurological deterioration after the onset of the corticotherapy. Brain MRI revealed bilateral stroke caused by multiple preocclusive internal carotid stenosis. The patient was treated successfully with angioplasty and stenting. Endovascular treatment could constitute an interesting alternative for patients with giant cell arteritis associated with neurological deterioration after a first episode of stroke because of hemodynamic instability or at stroke recurrence. For these patients, the usual medical treatment appears to be insufficient.